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This is the true joy in life, the being used for a purpose 
recognized by yourself as a mighty one; the being a force of 
nature instead of a feverish, selÞsh little clod of ailments and 
grievances complaining that the world will not dev ote itself to 
making you happy.

I am of the opinion that my life belongs to the whole 
community, and as long as I live it is my privilege to do for it 
whatever I can.

I want to be thoroughly used up when I die, for the harder I 
work the more I live. I rejoice in life for its own sake. Life is no 
Òbrief candleÓ for me. It is a sort of splendid torch which I have 
got hold of for the moment, and I want to make it burn as 
brightly as possible before handing it on to future generations.

Ð George Bernard Shaw
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Why?



OSS != free



give
something

back



control your 
own destiny



be cool
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What?



Refactorings

Enhancements

Bug Fixes

Code Tests Docs

Tasks
Generators

Plugins

???



Where?



Trac
ticket tracker

dev.rubyonrails.org



Subversion (svn)
source code

dev.rubyonrails.org/svn/rails



email
rails core discussion

rubyonrails-core@googlegroups.com



IRC
discuss contributions

#rails-contrib on irc.freenode.net



How?



How
1. Set up Rails development environment

2. Code your little heart out

3. Generate patch Þle

4. Create ticket

5. Be patient...



Set up dev 
1. Create a project just for working on Rails itself

$ rails contribute

2. Use Subversion to place sources in vendor/rails
$ cd vendor
$ svn co "http://svn.rubyonrails.org/rails/trunk" rails

3. Setup test database for ActiveRecord (and sometimes others)
- Read RUNNING_UNIT_TESTS Þle in module
- See test/connections/<database>/connection.rb
$ cd rails/activerecord
$ rake build_mysql_databases   (for mysql, postgresql and frontbase)

4. Run tests before any changes as baseline
$ cd rails/activerecord
$ rake test_mysql



Implement!
¥ Start with the tests (TDD)

¥ Follow the style guidelines

¥ DonÕt forget the docs

¥ Make sure tests pass and docs build
$ cd contribute/vendor/rails/activerecord
$ rake test_mysql

$ cd contribute
$ rake doc:rails



Generate Patch
¥ Use Subversion diff  command

$ cd contribute/vendor/rails
$ svn diff > well_named_patch.diff

¥ Examine diff Þle contents
TextMate has nice coloring



Create a Ticket
1. Cut a hole in the box

2. Put your diff in the box

3. ProÞt!

(just kidding)



Create a Ticket
¥ Trac:  register (unique name plz), log in

¥ http://dev.rubyonrails.org/newticket

¥ Summary:  start with [PATCH]

¥ upload diff Þle, donÕt paste

¥ Describe problem and solution, show usage

¥ Keywords: doc, test, tiny, ...

http://dev.rubyonrails.org/newticket
http://dev.rubyonrails.org/newticket


http://www.ßickr.com/photos/thejesse/403100457

http://www.flickr.com/photos/thejesse/403100457/
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thejesse/403100457/


Size Matters
¥ Small changes are easier to get accepted

- Use ÒtinyÓ keyword for really small ones

¥ Got a big patch?

- Discuss change on rails-core list Þrst

- Try out patch as plugin - makes it easy to 
check stability of change



sine qua non



code



tests



documentation



style



buy-in



Example



My First Patch - The Setup

class System < ActiveRecord::Base
  has_many :users do
    include NameExtension
    include RoleExtension
  end
end

class System < ActiveRecord::Base
  has_many :users, :extend => NameExtension
end

class System < ActiveRecord::Base
  has_many :users, :extend => [NameExtension, RoleExtension]
end

:(

:)



 def initialize(owner, reflection)
   @owner, @reflection = owner, reflection
-  proxy_extend(reflection.options[:extend]) if reflection.options[:extend]
+  Array(reflection.options[:extend]).each { |ext| proxy_extend(ext) }
  reset
 end

the code



I ndex:  act i ver ecor d/ t est / associ at i ons_ext ensi ons_t est . r b
===================================================================
- - -  act i ver ecor d/ t est / associ at i ons_ext ensi ons_t est . r b ( r evi si on 4201)
+++ act i ver ecor d/ t est / associ at i ons_ext ensi ons_t est . r b ( wor ki ng copy)
@@ - 18, 6 +18, 11 @@
   def  t est _named_ext ensi on_on_habt m
     asser t _equal  pr oj ect s( : act i on_cont r ol l er ) ,  devel oper s( : davi d) . pr oj ect s_ext en
   end
+
+  def  t est _named_t wo_ext ensi ons_on_habt m
+    asser t _equal  pr oj ect s( : act i on_cont r ol l er ) ,  devel oper s( : davi d) . pr oj ect s_ext en
+    asser t _equal  pr oj ect s( : act i ve_r ecor d) ,  devel oper s( : davi d) . pr oj ect s_ext ended_
+  end
   
   def  t est _mar shal l i ng_ext ensi ons
     davi d = devel oper s( : davi d)
I ndex:  act i ver ecor d/ t est / f i xt ur es/ devel oper . r b
===================================================================
- - -  act i ver ecor d/ t est / f i xt ur es/ devel oper . r b ( r evi si on 4201)
+++ act i ver ecor d/ t est / f i xt ur es/ devel oper . r b ( wor ki ng copy)
@@ - 4, 6 +4, 12 @@
   end
 end
 
+modul e Devel oper Pr oj ect sAssoci at i onExt ensi on2
+  def  f i nd_l east _r ecent
+    f i nd( : f i r st ,  : or der  => " i d ASC" )
+  end
+end
+
 cl ass Devel oper  < Act i veRecor d: : Base
   has_and_bel ongs_t o_many : pr oj ect s do
     def  f i nd_most _r ecent
@@ - 17, 6 +23, 12 @@
       : associ at i on_f or ei gn_key => " pr oj ect _i d" ,
       : ext end => Devel oper Pr oj ect sAssoci at i onExt ensi on
 
+  has_and_bel ongs_t o_many : pr oj ect s_ext ended_by_name_t wi ce,  
+      : cl ass_name => " Pr oj ect " ,  
+      : j oi n_t abl e => " devel oper s_pr oj ect s" ,  
+      : associ at i on_f or ei gn_key => " pr oj ect _i d" ,

+      : ext end => [ Devel oper Pr oj ect sAssoci at i onExt ensi on,  Devel oper Pr oj ect sAssoci
+
   has_and_bel ongs_t o_many : speci al _pr oj ect s,  : j oi n_t abl e => ' devel oper s_pr oj ect s
 
   val i dat es_i ncl usi on_of  : sal ar y,  : i n => 50000. . 200000
I ndex:  act i ver ecor d/ l i b/ act i ve_r ecor d/ associ at i ons/ associ at i on_pr oxy. r b
===================================================================
- - -  act i ver ecor d/ l i b/ act i ve_r ecor d/ associ at i ons/ associ at i on_pr oxy. r b ( r evi si on 4
+++ act i ver ecor d/ l i b/ act i ve_r ecor d/ associ at i ons/ associ at i on_pr oxy. r b ( wor ki ng co
@@ - 8, 7 +8, 7 @@
 
       def  i ni t i al i ze( owner ,  r ef l ect i on)
         @owner ,  @r ef l ect i on = owner ,  r ef l ect i on
-         pr oxy_ext end( r ef l ect i on. opt i ons[ : ext end] )  i f  r ef l ect i on. opt i ons[ : ext end]
+        Ar r ay( r ef l ect i on. opt i ons[ : ext end] ) . each {  | ext |  pr oxy_ext end( ext )  }
         r eset
       end
       
I ndex:  act i ver ecor d/ l i b/ act i ve_r ecor d/ associ at i ons. r b
===================================================================
- - -  act i ver ecor d/ l i b/ act i ve_r ecor d/ associ at i ons. r b ( r evi si on 4201)
+++ act i ver ecor d/ l i b/ act i ve_r ecor d/ associ at i ons. r b ( wor ki ng copy)
@@ - 215, 6 +215, 14 @@
     #     has_many : peopl e,  : ext end => Fi ndOr Cr eat eByNameExt ensi on
     #   end
     #
+    # I f  you need t o use mul t i pl e named ext ensi on modul es,  you can speci f y an ar
+    # I n t he case of  name conf l i ct s bet ween met hods i n t he modul es,  met hods i n m
+    # t hose ear l i er  i n t he ar r ay.  Exampl e:
+    #
+    #   cl ass Account  < Act i veRecor d: : Base
+    #     has_many : peopl e,  : ext end => [ Fi ndOr Cr eat eByNameExt ensi on,  Fi ndRecent E
+    #   end
+    #
     # === Associ at i on Joi n Model s
     # 
     # Has Many associ at i ons can be conf i gur ed wi t h t he : t hr ough opt i on t o use an

the whole patch



Care and feeding



Feedback cycle



Create ticket
Get an email?



Trac updates
Respond!



DonÕt Þght.
Play nice!



Waiting is



Discuss
rubyonrails-core@googlegroups.com

#rails-contrib on irc.freenode.net



Where to begin



tests



open tickets
write a failing test

write a Þx



PDI
ÒPlease Do InvestigateÓ



LetÕs get real



Get used to 
disappointment

- Dread Pirate Roberts



popularize



pluginize



Community



rails list
rubyonrails-talk@googlegroups.com



IRC
#rubyonrails

irc.freenode.net



Trac
timeline RSS feed



Blog thyself



personal 
relationships



Questions



Again and again some in the crowd wake 
up. They have no ground in the crowd, and 
they emerge according to much broader 
laws. They carry strange customs with them 
and demand room for bold gestures. The 
future speaks ruthlessly through them.

Ñ Rainer Maria Rilke
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